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far is it from true; as. Mr. P. pretends, that 
„ they had no other authority for believiog their 
Jaw cane: from eaven; chan his telling them 
Still Ade our author will inſiſt; that though 
the ten commandments coritain ſome 
ral precepts,” yet do they carry * n internal 
evidence of divinity with them: * onthe contrary; | 5 
he is confident that one clauſe; that of * yiſit 
the fins of the -fathers upon the children,” is 
. « contrary to every principle of moral juſtice . 
Pin is indif e er boch 


one generation to a : PF} that in 5 
families as well as nations; if Mr. P. can account 
for the fact upon his principles, we ſhall not ind 
it hard to aceount for the threatening upon ours. 
But the whole difficulty may be cleared 
one obſervation, | namely, that it is only When 
1 175 and | See on the crimes of their 


on heads tedoubled vengeance : ſo that he in- 


nocent never ſuffer for the goilry;. except in ſock 5 
temporal calamities as necefl dls fron On then 5 
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WE eg On the contrary, ſo benevolent is the God of II. 
126), that the eminent piety of one man is ſome- 
times rewarded with bleſſings on thouſands. of his 
. deſcendants ; as was the caſe with Abraham and 
his children. This is the God whom deiſts re. 
ſent. as cruel and vindictive! 5 
Wich reſpect to the reſt of the Old Th 
"hiſtory, I ſhall only drop a few general hints, and 


3 
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1 - probability. | „ e e eee, 
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rial fats, and where. 5 55 ee have mock | -4 
tel claim to credit. 0 15 5 2 
III. The candid manner. in 1 * . 5 

. as Moſes, David, &c. record their own 
flaults, and the crimes of their own. nation, is a 
_ftrong internal evidence in the favour, ſuch as 
no other ancient hiſtorian can pretend to. „ 

IV. There are A great number. of ieee . 

matters to be found in theſe books, relating o 
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Bible a prodigy of genius and learning, not to be | 85 9 
ee in ancient or modern time. 1 5 "6 
V. The Jews. were, rather. poco" oe” 7 
otherwiſe, to their own , prophets, and ogy * " 
biaſſed in favour of the idolatry of other nations. 15 | 5 5 23 
So that in all ages there were a number of perſons 8 "=p 
who would have willingly Gems or.encour- 
* any diſcovery of impoſition. VVV 
VI. The moral character of that nation was — 7 
no means ſo uniformly. bad as Voltaire and Tome | 
other writers. of the ſame. ſtawp have pretended. © 
In ſome ages their morals were much purer, and 
their piety proportionably more fervent. than 2 
others. Such was the generating: which firſt a «7 „„ 
tered Canaan with Joſhua. e er er Og 
VII. The ſacred writers, like 9 hiforians, „ 
are anſwerable only for facts, not for thef? mota- 5 Ag 2 
1 If the Jewiſh hiſtory js ſtained with. blood _ 
and eruelty, ſo is that of all other nations, and . 
without the advantage of being relieved by ſuck 85 
hiſtories ol e 101 virtue a abound.i in er. 5 . 
VII. Though ann 4 the e events 5 85 bee . 2 5 . i Fi 5 
| hiſtory are ſtrange; and miraculous, yet the og. 
ſion of them is ge nerally great and becoming. 705 5 e 
Dam of the circumſtances ſeem, indeed, at this 125 8 
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more ample room for merriment#, To ſuch 3 
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of the abſurdities of revelation? 7 
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DO of the Hebrew code. Here, No mbar Mr. 2 x 
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commendation of the ſeriptures: “ The law — 3 
the Lord is perfect. the ſtatutes of the Lord are 

right,” c. The only excuſe I can make for um 

is, that be keeps no Bible, as himſelf confeſſes}, and — 
knew nothing of the pſalm but from Mr. aa. 5 5 1 
ſon's verſipn, which is only of the former part. 
Indeed, the beſt apology 1 can make for many 
things in Mr. P. is his ignorance of the Bible; 
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who writes againſt a book he knows little or a8. 1 
| As to the prophets, herw our 1 chan of auß 3 
delity lays * the AX Far once to the root” of revela- 
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us apply this - reaſoning to the 2 


Reaſon ſtrongly indicates it mult be ſo, * Re- WT 


however, 46 diftin&t 1 the apes | 
rating WF is not 4 myſtery, beinule we dee 15 
it; and we know alſo the means we ate to ue, Gy 0 3 
which is no other than putting the ſeed into the WT 
ground; We know therefore; as much as is'ne+ . 5 © ro 
ceſſary for us to know: and: that part of che ope- po 5 
ration that we do not know, and which, ed, 8 
we could not perform; the Creator- takes upon 55 GE 
himſelf and performs it for us. We art theres, iy 
fore better off than if we had been let into the wy 
ſecret, and left to do it for ourſelves ./ 
In theſe obſervations I have the happineſs „ „ 
fedly to agree with Mr. P. and thank trim much 
for ſo ably anſwering his own oby J "Us 
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God is a myſtery. © The fact, Wen as diſ- 

tinct fromꝰ the manner of it, is not a myſtery, | 15 7 
becauſe we ſee” the fulleſt evidence of it in every _ 


thing around us. We know therefore as Ow 25 


as is neceſſary for us to know“ in 1 to 4 1 
tate the duties we owe to our Creator. . 1 
Again, the doctrine of divine 3 Ws its 72 5 
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15 moral truth, and not a God of myſtery. 5 
Religion, therefore; being the belief RY A God; 


" Farkes, the Word, and the Holy Gho t, and theſe 
three are one“ is a myſtery, not that the f, 
itſelf is ſo, becauſe it is revea bit the manner 
in which the three are one, or the one is three, 
is ſtill a myſtery, for it is not known; and per- 


beps never will be. But we know as much as 
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ſtery cannot be applied to moral iruth 7” that i is, 
if I underſtand the propoſition, there is no my- 
r in out moral duties, becauſe they are al 
obvious, or revealed; This is granted; ar 9 
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and the practice of moral truth, cannot have any 


Connexion with myſtery. The belief of a God, 
ſo far from having any thing of myſtery i in it, is 


of all beliefs the moſt eaſy, becauſe it ariſes to 
us, as is before obſerved, out of neceſſity, And 
"Ub practice of moral truth, or in other words, a 
| prafica ee of the moral goodneſs of Gott 
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obſerved. But the moſt ſtriking defect in 8 
P. religion, is, that it admits no kind of reli. 
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= et exceeded him in debpuchery yet C 
pleaſe God to honour his Syn, grace in a the, con- Tn Mee! 
yer of this chief of ſinners, duting Kis laſt ill. Wy . 

neſs 1. and then thoſe ſcriptures, which had before „ 
ſo often been the ſubject of his ſport and ridicule, 
became the only ground of his hope and comfort. : 1 
Ihe above fifty-third chapter of Iſaiah in particu-  * 
lar greatly excited his admiration and deyotion, - F „ 

. He had it repeatedly read to him, and deſcanted Ef he 
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